
the beginning of Purification & Enlightenment, 
the spiritual preparation for celebrating the 
Sacraments of Initiation.  This special time of 
retreat normally takes place during the Lenten 
season. 

Fourth Step: Initiation and Mystagogy 
The Easter Vigil is the celebration of the 
Lord's Resurrection and is, therefore, the most 
appropriate occasion to celebrate the Sacra-
ments of Initiation. The journey of faith will 
continue to last a lifetime. The weeks after 
Easter offer a time for new Catholics to take a 
deeper look at the reality of being a follower of 
Christ as Catholic Christians. (Other community 
members reach out to welcome them, helping 
them to get involved in the faith community and 
feel at home.) 

The Journey 

Once you begin, you will follow these four 
steps adapted to your particular needs and con-
cerns.  

 

First Step: Period of Inquiry 

How someone comes to consider joining the  
Catholic Church is unique to each individual.  
Adults will take time to tell their own stories 
and connect with the faith stories found in 
scripture. 
 
Second Step: Rite of Acceptance into 
The Order of Catechumens and the Peri-
od of the Catechumenate 
When inquirers become firm in their desire for 
initiation and decide that they would like to 
begin more formal study of the teachings and 
practices of the Catholic Church they are ad-
mitted into the next step through a special cer-
emony called the Rite of Acceptance into the 
Order of Catechumens, or the Rite of Welcome 
if they are already baptized.   

 

Third Step: Rite of Election and the Pe-
riod of Purification and Enlightenment 
The period of the catechumenate ends when 
the participants discern, with the help of their 
sponsors and the parish RCIA team, that God is 
calling them to receive the Sacraments of Ini-
tiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist) 
at the Easter Vigil. The Rite of Election marks  

 

RCIA... 
 

 
 
 

 
•RCIA is a response to the 
invitation Jesus offers us to follow 
him.  
 
•RCIA is a formational journey 
that leads to a conversion of the 
heart and brings us into a closer 
relationship with Jesus.  
 
•RCIA leads to a new way of life 
by placing us in the midst of 
members of the parish community.  
 
“With that their eyes were opened … 
Then they said to each other, ‘Were not 
our hearts burning [within us] while he 
spoke to us on the way and opened the 
scriptures to us? ’ ” Lk 24: 31-32 

   

 

 

 

 
Sessions begin in mid-September on Tues-
day evenings from 7:00- 8:30 p.m. in the 

Parish Activity Center. 
 
 

Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Community 
Faith Formation Office 

1530 Norwalk Drive 
Katy, Texas 77450 

281-578-8271 
charlotte@epiphanycatholic.org 

Or 
matt@epiphanycatholic.org 



RCIA 

Welcomes . . . 

 

The Big Picture 
 

T 
he Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults is how adults become full, 
active, participating members of 
the Catholic Church. 

RCIA is a gradual process of 
discernment that takes place within the 
community of the faithful. Special rites are 
celebrated during Sunday liturgies 
throughout the year to commemorate each 
step. RCIA involves the whole community - 
in prayer as the rites are celebrated, in 
hospitality, as new members are welcomed 
and in ministries as active disciples of 
Christ.  

The most important thing to know about 
RCIA is that it is not merely a way to 
prepare adults for sacraments; reception of 
sacraments is only one step. The goal of the 
process is full communion and understanding 
or "full, conscious and active participation" 
in the Eucharist and in the whole life of the 
Catholic faith community. 

RCIA helps adults to grow in their 
relationship with God, become familiar with 
Catholic teachings and practices, get 
acquainted with people in the community 
and become involved in service within the 
community. 

 

• Those who have never been 
baptized. 

• Those baptized in another Christian 
faith tradition who may be 
interested in joining the Catholic 
Church. 

• Catholics who were baptized but 
have not celebrated all of their 
initial Sacraments.  

• Anyone who just wants to learn 
more about the Catholic faith. 
Perhaps you are engaged or married 
to a Catholic and want to know 
more about your partner’s religion. 
Perhaps your children are being 
raised Catholic and you want to 
better understand the faith 
tradition they are learning. Or, 
perhaps you’ve attended Church 
with a Catholic friend and would 
like to know more about the 
Catholic faith. 

 

All are welcome! 

 

How long does RCIA last  

and when do we meet?  
 

RCIA sessions are on Tuesday evenings, 
September through May from 7- 8:30 p.m.  

 

There is no final commitment to join 
the Church until later in the process — 
only when, and if, you  are ready to 
receive sacraments. 

 

Come and see what the Catholic Church 
is all about.  You will meet friendly 
people, you will learn a lot, and you will 
deepen your faith! 

 

How do I join or where can I get 
more information?  

 

Call  Charlotte or Matt at 281-578-8271  

charlotte@epiphanycatholic.org 

matt@epiphanycatholic.org 

 

 


